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the cavity of the month or that of the larynx. This
point has already been alluded to, but will be discussed
more fully as we proceed.

The free passage to the superior cavity of the larynx
is not, however, due to the epiglottis alone, for small,
solid bodies are found in the folds of mucous membrane
(the aryteno-epiglottidean folds) which border the slit
passing from the side of the epiglottis to the transverse
arytenoid muscle. Support is given to each of these
folds immediately above the arytenoid cartilage by the
cartilage of Santorini already mentioned, and between
the latter and the epiglottis there lies another small
cartilage, the cartilage of Wrisberg.

In this manner an open connection is maintained
between the superior cavity of the larynx and the
pharynx, whilst the oesophagus is, on the contrary, always
closed by the larynx pressing against the posterior
wall of the oesophagus which lies upon the vertebral
column, and by the free walls of the oesophagus below
the larynx contracting upon themselves. This relation
is only altered during the passage of food, when the
entrance to the larynx is closed and the oesophagus
opened. Thus, of the two continuations of the pharynx,
that which, as the superior cavity of the larynx, leads to
the vocal apparatus, is always open, and we must, there-
fore, in considering the relation of the organs in question
to respiration and the formation of voice, regard the
superior cavity of the larynx as the lowest portion of the
pharynx, when the latter acts as an air-passage.

The entrance to the superior cavity of the larynx, like
the similarly organized passages of the nostrils and the
glottis, can be directly contracted by means of a mus-
cular layer which surrounds it. This layer varies greatly
with the individual; but as a rule we find a number of